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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS., By
the Right Honorable Viscount James
Eryce, The Macmillan Company.

HE title of the last book with
T which James Bryce enriched
the world Is “International
Relations,” and that title is a cor-
rect description of ils contents. Not
jnternational relations in the some-
what narrow sense which the war
and its aftermath have caused the
phrase to represent in the publie
mimd, but in the deepest and wid-
est meaning. ‘This is not a volume
which rests upon the great con-
flict for its value and interest, The
war is better understood for the
reading of Bryce's book; but, be-
sides explaining this war, it ex
plains all the wars which have been
and all the wars that will be. It is
not a book of surprises, for it is
made up of the Willlamstown lee-
tures, revised, expanded and joined.
But it is a book of clarity, sanity
and fairgess. It is the last view of
a very wise, very sensible states-
man, taken just before he passed
from the scene which had absorbed
his whole life—a scene which no
other modern eye lhas better
grasped in ite entirely. TFor Bryesz
knew the strengths and weakuesses
of all the two billion human crea-

tures that inhabit this interesting
amd still mysterious planet. He

understood the unfeathered biped, |
individual or grouped. and he sym-|
pathized with him. “Every man is|
a wolf to every other man": so
Bryce quotes an anclent Greek, But |
Bryce knows why we are all wolves |
“and is charitable toward the menag |
erie. And we listen to his explana- |
tion of lupine phenomena all the!
more eagerly because he is not only
a master of history but saw his-!
tory aud made it. He walclied not !
merely the men who have been the
headliners since 1914 but their
predecessors in  the politics of
Europe — Cavour, Bismarck, Kos-
suth and Mazzini, to mention ounly
the stars of Continental Kurope.
“Had there been no Bismarck and
no Mazzini we should have seen to-
day a very different Europe. Had
there been Bismarcks and Mazzinis

since A. D. 1900 we should have
seen a very difterent Europe to-
day.” ]

I

What arve the things that have
maie for war or peiace between and
among nations? One of these. :-1:15'5|
Viscount Brycee, has almost van-|
ished, It was the influence of Tam
ily relationships between reigning
dynasties, The houses of Iaps
burg, Wittelsbach, ITohenzoliern,
Homanoff, Bourbon, PBraganza—
their ambitions swayed Europe
from the time of Charles V. to th2
summer of 1914, *“A slight ofiered |
to one of these houses by the other |
might be enough to provoke a con- |
flice; a marriage might lead to a|
settlement of a war which had)|
cansed the death of thousands of |
goldiers. AN these things h:n'c.‘j
now passed away.” t

The fact, says Bryce, that Nicho- |
las 11, Geovge V. and William l[.|
were cousing did not delay hy an |
hour the two declarations of war,
for the last trace of English royal|
influence in Germany passed with |
the death of Queen Victoria, for
whom the Kaiser “had a profound |
respect, treasuring everything about
her with extraordinary veneration.”

The second influence for war-or
peace—religion—has lost wmuch of

its old power. "No Protestant nation
now cares whether it allies itself
with a Roman Catholic or a Protes-
tant nation; and the converse Is
almost equally true of the Roman
Catholic mations.” Not that re-
ligion has disappeared from Euro-
pean politics, but "it is within,
rather than between, countries that
religious passions still accentuate
political contests,” France, Bel
gium, Holland, Germany and Aus-
tria have their clerieal parties. In
Jugzo-Slavia we find on one side the
orthodox populations of Slavia,
Montenegro and
Bosnla, and on
the other side
the Cathnlica of
Croatia, Dalma-
tin and t h e
Slovene regions.

A third mnflu-

ence is nation
ality, a foree
newer than
royal relution-

ship or religion.
It is not parallel
with the raciai
feeling, {or two
races, as in Bel-
gium, or three,
as  in Switzer
land, may have
national uaity.
What is, then, a
nationality ? Vis-
count Bryce
gives us a clear . [t
and simpie defi- ©
nition: “Let us
begin by regard-
ing a naticnal
ity as an aggre-
gate of men
drawn together
by certain senti-
ments. The chief
among them are
racial sentiment
and religious
sentiment. but
there is also that
sense of com
munity which is
crented hy (he
use of a com-
mon  language,
the possession of
a common liter
ature, the recol-
lection oi com-
mon achieve
ments or sufferings in the past, the

existence of common customs and | Jews had ceased to be more than Thebes,
|
habits of thought, common ileals |

and aspirations.”

It ia wol necessary for all these
elements to be present, but “the
more of Lhese links exist in any

given case the stronger the semi-!
Switzerland has |

ment of unity."
no common language, Hungary no
common religion, Scotland no com-
mon race. “The sentiment of na-
tionality,” sayvs Bryce in a shortes

but equally vualuable definition, “is

that feeling or group of feelings
which makes an aggregate of men
conscions of ties, not being either
wholly political or religious, which
unite them in a commuaity which
is, actually or potentially, a pa-
tion."”

The Magyars are united in a na-
tional feeling which rises from the
ancient conflict with the Turks and
the Hapsburgs. The Armenians’
nationality has been preserved by
their church. The nationalist sen-
timent of the Lithmanians, Letts
and Esthonians springs from their

The Right Honorable Viscount James Bryce.

 new sense of iudependence,  The

a religions commuuity until the
rise of the Zicunist movement.
Viscount Brycve ends his chapler
on nationolism with a discussion of
:I the grest race conflict of color. He
places side by gide the two conten-
tions:  First, “thal prima
every human being has a natural
right to migrate fron any one part
of the world to any other”; second,

facie

I to exclude any foreigaers from en-

“that each State is at ull tipes free |

tering any part of Its territory.”
The white race, says DBryce, have
used both doctrines as each suited
their convenience. The right of
absolute exclusion is supported by
the arguments of friction and the
perils of intermarriage. *1f the
problem should ever become acute
it may have to be solved by a public
opinion of the world—a public opin-
fon which does not now exist but
which ought to exist—and solved
with a view to that benefit of man-
kind as a whole which has not yet
been recognized as a paramount
aim."” Theie is
one of Lhe rare
instances where
Bryce is a theor-
ist. He ‘would
like to sec the
creation of that
ideal. inlerna-
tional publie

lence., “Nobody ever heard of &
nation whose virtues made other
nations-love it."” But Bryce qualities
this cynical aphoriem by adding
that “an exceptionally noble figure
appearing in one nation may be so
honored and loved in another as to
make it feel more tenderly toward
the people whence that figure has
come, He cites the cxamples of
Goethe and Beethoven, Danpte and
Mazzini, Washington and Lincoln,
Hatred between nations is not se
very easy to engender. The peo
ples of England and France did not
hate each other, even when their
Kings were at war, The Pru= ians
did not hate the French uutil Na:
poleon exbibited harshness after
Jena. The French did not hate the
Germans until 1871, when Alsace
changed hands. Bryee compares
international dislike, so far as it af
fects the people themselves, as a

opinion. But the
guns usually d“;
the arguing in
disputes ol thisi
nature, |

Now for the.
things which|
tend to keep the
peare among’
t h e nalions.
“What of friend-
ship? asks
Bryce. “We are
apt to pessenify |
nations and talk
of them as we
do of individunt
men. Where|
each of two per |
sons benefit by
or find picusure |
in the society of
the other rhere,
will be friendli- |
ness.” 8o, says |
Bryce, in na-
tions “a sense n[l
common ii.'erest |
has often pro-|
duced more or
less of good,
will” A.hens
and Platea were |
by tlte

friend-

united

ties ol
ship belween
their individual
citizens and by
the fact that
Athens found in
outpost apgainst
Itaiy  there
the Florentine affection for
{ the French., In the sixteenin cen
tury the Scots loved France, li:gely
hecause a4 common  enamity
England. Such aliances
disappenr. witness the weatbotcock
.l.'l'ivllf!.-1!|i|1'-‘. of Germany for Rissia
Italy and Austria in turn, “inter-
est,"” says Dryce, “is no pure basig |
{ for international friendship.’

In nations, do not expect admira

| tion of intellectnal or moral excel

neighbor
in

her an
medieval

was

of

against
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frost which does not chill the earth
deeply. “It is only when a sort of
fierce tribal spirit lingers, as in
some parts of southeastern Kurops
and western Asia, that oue can
speak of interpational animosities
as allecting the peoples.”™

In the Middle Ages religion and
its twin, education, had much to
do with preserving interuational
amity. Science and learning, says
Bryce, ouglit always to draw men
of different nations together in one
body purgning the same fdeals,
“Buat in this respect HEuvope has
gone backward rather than forwanl
gince the Middie Ages. The senti-
ments of national rivalry and jeal

' ousy were then comparatively freeble

among the aristocracies and the
burghers, and practically non-
existent among the common folks,
while the church was a potent in-
fluence in keeping the people to-
gether and inspiring a sense of re-
ligious unity which rose above all
distinctions of race aad speech.”
Great religious orders, such as those
ol 8t. Benadict, St, Doininie and St,
Francis "“'played in the medieval
Christian  commonwealth part
which with the
nervous system i the human body,
serving the
mitting both pe ime
pulses to action. The monastic or-
ders and the uuiversities belonged
to all countrics us well as to their
own, “Students of law went ta
Bologna  students of madivine to
Salerno, students of magic to Padaa,
students logic and ta
and Oxford.” Louls

i

may be compared

whele of it by trans.

roeplions  and

ol theology

Paris When

LIV, of Germany Imd a dispute with

the church the cligme
pioued by an Malian scholur, Mars

silins of "adua; a Fronchinan, John

Pope  wus

of Juudem, and an ¥Englishman,
William of Ockham, "This sease of
unity,” sa Byyee, "was unhappily
lost in the storms of the Beforma-
tion.”
it

Of course peoples wonbd 1ike one
another hetter they wore botler
aequainted Bryce, who saw most

of the world, savs that he was never

in any country where he did not
fiua that the average men aml
| women were “pretty  kindly aod

likeable, up to the Jevel of my own
countrymen.”
like one another

And yer notions dis-
That. tha

r. is becaure of Gov-

BAVE

ternments and politivians,  Govern-
ments ~ome together, “not to exs
| change oxpressions of vegard buoi
to discuss diferences, and differ-
ences do not make tor friendship
As for the politicians, Iirsce never
traveled in any country in which
Vhe did not hear his private acs
quaintanee; say, “Don't judge us

by our palitlcians,”

A srant factor o lolernds



